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19th  February,   1793, 
Referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  Sa- 
turday next. 

28th  January,  1796, 
Referred  to  Mr.  Gilman, 

Mr.  Hathorn,  and 
Mr.  Prefton. 


1 5th  February,  1796, 
Reported  on. 


17th  February,  1796,     * 
Committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on 
Monday  next. 

REPORT  on  the  petition  of  John  Blake,  Jofeph  Bin- 
don,  John  D.  Mercier  and  Benjamin  Thompfon, 
Canadian  refugees. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Blake,  Jofeph  Bindon,  John  D.  Mercier  and  Benjamin 
Thompfon,  in  behalf  of  ihemfelves  and  others ^  Canadian 
refugees ', 

REPORT— 

THAT  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is,  that  compen- 
fation  be  made  to  them  for  their  lofs  of  property 
and  fufferings  in  rhe  caufe  of  American  liberty. 

In  detailing  the  reafons  in  juftification  and  fupport  of 
their  application,  they  alledge  that,  "  in  confequence  of 
their  efpoufal  of  the  American  caufe,  they  were  driven 
to  the  neceffity  of  flying  from  Canada,  and  of  taking 
refuge  within  thefe  United  States,  and  that  finding  them- 
felves  at  the  clofe  of  the  late  American  war,  in  very  dif- 
treffed  circumftances,efpecially  as  they  feemed  precluded 
from  ill  hope  of  returning  to  Canada,  to  recover  their 
property  and  efFecls,  no  notice  having  been  taken  of 
their  interefts,  nor  any  provifion  made  for  them  in  the 
treaties  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great- 
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Britain,  they  did,  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  others, 
refugees  from  Canada,  in  the  month  of  April  1783, 
prefent  a  memorial  to  Congrefs,  praying  that  honorable 
body  to  take  their  unhappy  cafe  into  confederation,  and 
to  grant  them  fuch  relief  as  mould  be  deemed  juff.  and 
proper. — That  accordingly,  on  the  23d  of  the  fame  month 
Congrefs  were  pleafed  to  pafs  feveral  refolves  in  their  fa- 
vor, to  which  they  beg  to  refer,  and  which  they  were 
then  given  to  underdand,  fully  included  themfelves  and 
their  fellow  fufferers. — That  with  unlimited  faith  in  the 
judice  of  Congrefs,  and  fatisfied  with  the  afTurances 
given  to  them  by  the  refolves  before  referred  to,  they 
have  patiently  waited  the  convenience  of  the  public  to 
fulfil  the  promifed  relief,  'till  the  prefent  day."  The  refo- 
lutions  of  Congrefs  of  the  23d  of  April,  are  in  the  follow- 
ing word's,  viz. 

"  That  the  memorialing  be  informed  that  Congrefs 
retain  a  lively  fenfe  of  the  fervices  the  Canadian  offi- 
cers and  men  have  rendered  the  United  States,  and 
that  they  are  ferioufly  difpofed  to  reward  them  for 
their  virtuous  fufFerings  in  the  caufe  of  liberty. 

"  That  they  be  further  informed,  that  whenever  Con- 
grefs can  confidently  make  grants  of  land,  they  will 
reward,  in  this  way,  as  far  as  may  be  confident,  the  offi- 
cers, men  and  other  refugees  from  Canada." 

Thefe  refolutions  unequivocally  acknowledge  the  me- 
ritorious fervices  and  fufferings  of  that  defcription  of 
men  whofe  cafe  is  referred,  and  contain  a  promife  that 
they  fhall  be  rewarded  by  grants  of  land,  whenever  it 
may  confidently  be  done.  Although  there  may  not 
exid  a  doubt  of  the  merit  of  thofe  in  wThofe  favor  the 
petition  has  been  made,  and  of  the  judice  of  their  claim 
upon  the  United  States  for  the  dipulated  retribution, 
yet  the  refolutions  above  recited,  and  the  petition  itfelf, 
which  direclly  refers  to  them,  neither  render  it  proper, 
nor  indeed  leave  the  committee  at  liberty  to  report  in  fa- 
vor of  a  compenfation  in  any  other  fpecies  of  property 
than  lands.  Under  this  impreflion  and  redriclion,  the 
committee  have  fought  for  that  kind  of  information 
fc    which  might  as  far  as  poflible, enable  them  to  form  a  right 
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judgment  as  to  the  number  of  acres,  and  the  fituation 
and  value  of  the  land  which  ought  to  be  fet  apart  for 
that  purpofe,  or  at  leaft  what  value  in  fpecie  mould  be 
eftabliihed  as  the  meafure  of  the  donation.  In  this  en- 
quiry, they  confefs  that  they  have  not  received  as  full 
fatisfaclion  as  they  had  hoped  for  from  the  undertaking. 
Altho'  eftimates  of  the  actual  loffes  and  facrifices  of 
fome  individuals  have  been  made  out  and  laid  before 
the  committee,  they  are  however  fo  few  in  number, 
and  bear  fo  fmall  a  proportion  to  the  whole,  that  they 
afford  no  fatisfa&ory  rule  by  which  a  tolerably  accurate 
decifion  may  be  made  as  to  the  aggregate  of  the  loffes 
fuflained.  From  the  beft  information  which  the  com- 
mittee have  obtained,  there  appear  to  have  been  about 
229  refugees  from  Canada  (Tome  with  and  others  with- 
out families)  22  of  whom  are  fuggefled  to  have  been 
the  principal  fufferers,  and  the  reft  to  be  fufferers  in  a 
fmall  degree.  Of  both  defcriptions,  fome,  as  has  been 
fuggefted,  and  is  believed,  have  been  already  compen- 
fated,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  and  not  a  few  returned 
to  Canada,  both  before  and  fince  the  peace,  to  poffefs 
their  property  or  to  purfue  their  bufinefs  ;  neither  the 
names  nor  numbers  of  whom  have  been  exactly  ascer- 
tained. It  appears  from  returns,  the  originals  of  which 
are  in  the  war  office,  that  292  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren, were  victualled  at  Albany  and  Fifhkill,  from  the 
public  (lores  in  1784,  and  that  in  the  following  year,  ra- 
tions were  drawn  for  93  only.  It  alfo  appears  from 
another  voucher  in  the  fame  office,  that  205  were  re- 
turned for,  and  entitled  to  lands  in  the  ftate  of  New- 
York,  purfuant  to  an  act  of  the  legislature  thereof,  of 
the  nth  of  May  1784.  In  this  ftate  of  uncertainty, 
not  only  as  to  the  extent  of  the  loffes  or  fufferings  of 
the  Canadian  refugees,  but  as  to  the  number  of  thofe 
who  remain  uncompenfated,  or  whofe  compenfation 
was  inadequate,  it  is  not  eafy  for  the  committee  to  decide 
with  fatisfadtory  precifion,  what  fpecie  value  the  lands 
to  be  diftributed  among  them,  mould  bear;  and  ftill 
more  difficult  to  afcertain  the  number  of  acres  which 
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ought  to  be  allotted  to  them,  becaufe  this  muft  altoge- 
ther depend  upon  their  goodnefs  and  iituation.  Having 
thus  acknowledged  the  infufficicncy  of  the  materials  upon 
which  they  are  to  found  an  important  part  of  their  re- 
port, they  propofe,  with  a  diffidence  which  arifes  from 
that  circumftance,  the  following  refolutions,  viz. 

Refchedy  That  provifion  ought  to  be  made  by  law, 
for  donations  of  land  to  the  Canadian  refugees,  in  con- 
formity with  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  of  the  23d  of 
April  1783,  promifing  the  fame. 

Refolved,  That  the  lands,  fo  as  aforefaid  to  be  given, 
ought  not  to  exceed  in  their  fpecie  value,  at  a  reafona- 
ble  eftimate,  the  fum  of  dollars. 

1  ft  of  April,  1794, 
Committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on 
Thurfday  next. 

17th  February,  1796, 
Committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on 
Monday  next. 

REPORT  on  the  petitions  of  Thomas  and  Edward 
Faulkner,  Simeon  Cheftcr,  and  "William  Lawrence, 
refugees  from  Nova-Scotia  ;  and  on  Jofeph  Green, 
and  others,  refugees  from  Canada. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  cf  the 
Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petitions  cf  Thomas  Faulkner, 
Edward  Faulkner  and  Simeon  Ghejter,  refugees  from  the 
Br itifo  province  of Nova-  Scotia  ;  Jofeph  Green,  Pre  [que 
Trepagne,  Augufline  Trepagne^  and  Gregorie  Trahan, 
Mary,  the  widow  of  Francois  des  Jar  dins,  and  Francois 
Rabutaille,  refugees  from  the  province  of  Canada  ; — and 
alfo,  on  the  petition  of  William  Lawrence,  from  the  f aid 
province  of  Nova-Scotia, 
REPORT— 

THAT  your  committee  have  examined  the  refolu- 
tion  of  Congrefs,  of  the  23d  of  April   1783,011 
the  memorial  of  brigadier  general  Hazen,  promifing, 
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"  that  whenever  Congrefs  can  confidently  make  grants 
of  land,  they  will  reward,  in  this  way,  as  far  as  may  be 
confident,  the  officers,  men  and  others,  refugees  from 
Canada,"  as  recited  by  the  Secretary  in  his  report,  but 
which  does  not  apply  to  the  petitioners  from  that  pro- 
vince ;  who,  as  they  fet  forth  in  their  petition,  do  not 
claim  as  refugees,  but  for  fervices  rendered  in  Canada, 
by  the  orders  of  general  Schuyler  and  col.  Livingflon, 
for  which  they  fay  they  were  promifed  pay,  and  fome  a 
bounty  in  lands.  From  all  the  enquiry  your  committee 
could  make,  they  cannot  find,  that  thofe  officers  had  any 
authority  to  promife  a  bounty  in  lands,  to  be  paid  by 
the  United  States  to  the  petitioners ;  nor  are  there  re- 
turns or  vouchers  filed,  by  which  the  pay  claimed  can 
be  afcertained. 

Your  committee  alfo  find  a  resolution  of  Congrefs,  of 
the  1 3th  of  April  1785,  (which  has  been  omitted  by  the 
Secretary)  in  the  following  words,  viz.  "  Refolded,  That 
Jonathan  Eddy,  and  other  refugees  from  Nova-Scotia, 
on  account  of  their  attachment  to  the  intered  of  the 
United  States,  be  recommended  to  the  humanity  and 
particular  attention  of  the  feveral  dates  in  which  they 
refpeclively  refide,  and  that  they  be  informed,  that  when- 
ever Congrefs  can,  confidently,  make  grants  of  land, 
they  will  reward,  in  this  way,  as  far  as  may  be  confid- 
ent, fuch  refugees  from  Nova-Scotia,  as  may  be  difpofed 
to  live  in  the  wedern  country." 

That  the  petitioners,  Thomas  Faulkner,  Edward 
Faulkner  and  Simeon  Cheder,  were  inferted  in  the  lid 
returned  by  the  faid  Jonathan  Eddy,  as  refugees  from 
the  Britifh  province  of  Nova-Scotia,  and  had  abandon- 
ed their  property  there,  on  account  of  their  attachment 
to  the  caufe  of  America.  That  William  Lawrence  has 
produced  fufficient  proof,  that  he  is  alfo  a  refugee  from 
the  faid  province,  and  has  abandoned  his  property  there, 
from  the  fame  caufe. 

That  in  the  ordinance  pafled  by  Congrefs,  the  20th 
day  of  May  1785,  it  is  ordained,  "  That  three  town- 
fliips  adjacent  to  lake  Erie,  be  referved,  to  be  hereafter 
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difpofed  of  by  Congrefs,  for  the  ufe  of  the  officers,  men 
and  others,  refugees  from  Canada,  and  the  refugees 
from  Nova-Scotia,  who  are  or  may  be  entitled  to  grants 
of  land  under  refolutions  of  Congrefs  now  exifting,  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  made  refpe&ing  them,  and  for 
fuch  other  purpofes  as  Congrefs  may  hereafter  direct." 

From  the  cxpofed  fituation  of  thofe  townfhips,  a  grant 
there,  at  prefent,  would  afford  but  little  relief  to  the  pe- 
titioners ;  but,  from  the  bed  information  the  committee 
could  obtain,  the  United  States  poffefs  no  lands  adjacent 
to  lake  Erie,  which  they  can  now  grant  or  difpofe  of. 

On  conn  deration  whereof,  your  committee  fubmit  the 
following  refolutions  : 

Refofoed)  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  Jofeph 
Green  and  others,  from  Canada,  praying  a  bounty  in 
lands  and  other  pay,  for  fervices  rendered  in  the  late 
war  with  Great-Britain,  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Refolved,  That  a  tract  of  land,  not  exceeding 

acres,  be  laid  off  north-weft  of  the  Ohio  river, 
beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami,  and  extend- 
ing down  the  Ohio,  not  exceeding  three  times  the 
breadth  in  length,  be  immediately  appropriated  to  com- 
penfate  the  refugees  from  the  Britifh  provinces  of  Cana- 
da and  Nova-Scotia,  purfuant  to  the  refolves  of  Con- 
grefs of  the  23d  of  April  1783,  and  the  13th  of  April 

17*5- 

Refolved,  That  each  refugee  be  entitled  to  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  land. 

Refohedy  That  the  following  conditions  and  reftric- 
tions  ought  to  be  obferved,  to  entitle  the  applicants  to  a 
grant  of  lands : 

1  ft.  That  the  applicant  mall  make  proof,  before  fome 
court  of  record,  of  his  actual  reiidence  in  one  of  the 
provinces  aforefaid,  previous  to  the         day  of 

2d.  That  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  his  refidence 
aforefaid,  in  confequence  of  his  attachment  to  the  Ame- 
rican caufe. 

3d.  That  all  fuch  applications  be  made  and  lodged 
with  the  Secretary  for  the  department  of  war,  within 
years. 


•v* 


15th  February  1796, 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


17th  February  1796, 

Referred,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  19th  Fe- 
bruary  1793,  and  the  1  ft  of  April  1794,  to  a  com- 
mittee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  Monday  next. 


REPORT  on  the  report  of  a  committee,  made  the  19th 
of  February  1793^0  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  John  Blake,  Jofeph  Bindon,  John  D.  Mercier  and 
Benjamin  Thompfon,  Canadian  refugees. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  fun- 
dry  Canadian  refugees^  beg  leave  to  prefent  to  the  view  of 
the  Houfe,  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  the  f aid  peti- 
tion was  referred,  made  February  igth  1793,  which  has 
not  been  decided  on  ;  and,  with  a  view  to  the  prefervation 
of  conffiency  in  the  decifions  of  the  Houfe  onfubjecls  of  a 
Jimilar  nature,  and  that  equal  juftice  may  be  extended  to 
all  who  have  claims  againji  the  government, 

REPORT— 

AS  their  opinion,  that  the  petition,  with  the  papers 
accompanying  it,  mould  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Claims. 


